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general age of our Stellar Universe would be reckoned in thousands of millions of years.
We are still no nearer an answer to the question with which we opened this chapter: Are the stars scattered about to the end of space, or are they clustered into a single system poised in the midst of infinite void ? We have, indeed, seen reason to believe that the visible Universe is bound together into a single system. It is not altogether easy to say whether certain sidereal objects do or do not belong to the system. Such is the case, for instance, with the Lesser Magellanic Cloud, whose distance is so incredibly great that its light takes over 30,000 years to reach the Earth. There are yet other objects, immeasurably remote, which appear to be altogether outside our Stellar System. These objects in particular are the spiral nebulae, some of the most beautiful bodies in the heavens. They consist of a dense core or nucleus, with nebulous matter coiled spirally around them. The suggestion has been made that these spiral nebulae are nothing else than other stellar universes similar to that which we have hitherto described. If our Stellar System is, in reality, a spiral nebula, and if our Sun is situated near the nucleus, then it is reckoned that the nebulous arms coiled spirally around the system would assume very much the appearance actually observed in the Milky Way. Moreover, the two principal star-streams, before mentioned, would represent the streaming of matter to or from the nucleus into the nebulous arms, of which two have always been observed.
We reach the conclusion, therefore, that although all the visible stars are united to form a single universe, there very probably exist other universes divided from our own by infinite tracts of void. Our imagination will not allow us to set any limit either to the numbers or the distances of such other universes, which may well be spread in endless succession throughout the infinity of space. Nor have we the slightest grounds for denying the probability of life scattered equally